
Open the Doors  

Psalm 100:1-5 

God has allowed me to meet several famous people as a pastor, sports marketing director and hotel 
executive. I have met famous sports celebrities, football heroes, Bear Bryant, Joe Namath, Roger Staubach, 
Bob Hayes, Tony Dungy, Gene Stallings and Bobby Bowden; baseball heroes Bobby Richardson and Hank 
Aaron; Presidents, Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan and religious superstars, Billy Graham, W.A. Criswell, 
Vance Havner, RG Lee and Adrian Rogers. 

You may be sitting out there saying, “Well I never got to meet anybody famous at all.” If you are a follower of 
Jesus Christ I beg to differ. It never ceases to amaze me that at any time, day or night, you have a standing 
invitation to walk into the very throne room of the King of all Kings who created and runs this universe. You 
can go in anytime you want to. You don’t have to have an appointment, you don’t have to make a reservation, 
you don’t have to have political connections or be worth a certain amount of money. In fact, even when you 
think you have left Him you find He has never left you.  

In fact, it is even better. It is not that you get to meet with this King, but that this King wants to meet with you! 
In fact, He wants to meet with you so much that He has given you the keys to the door and even tells you how 
to act and what to say when you walk in. You don’t have to be nervous. You don’t have to be fearful.  

You and I can get “up close and personal” with the God of this universe. We need to understand that God is 
not just a powerful God, but He is a personal God who wants to have a relationship with you that is spiritual, 
emotional, and eternal. 

Any time you enter into the presence of a King there are protocols to follow. There are certain keys that open 
doors into the presence of the King of this universe. We are going to find those today in one of the most 
beautiful songs that has ever been written. No doubt in worship music today it would be number one on the 
charts. It is found in the book of hymns in the Old Testament, which you know as the Book of Psalm.  

Psalms were songs that the people of Israel would sing. Psalm 100 is a beautiful song that describes how to get 
up close and personal with God at any time and any place. When you come into God’s presence the right way 
with the right heart and the right spirit you get up close and personal every single time.  

The psalmist tells us five simple things to do that will insure us an audience with the King any time we desire. 
We open the doors into the presence of God by… 

I. Worshipping God Joyfully   

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!” (Psalm 100:1, ESV) 

This Psalm is all about worship, because worship is the primary way you really get up close and personal with 
God. In fact, worship is so vitally important to God that the first four of The Ten Commandments deal 
exclusively with worship. No book in the Bible talks more about worship than the Book of Psalm and no Psalm 
talks more about worship than the 100th Psalm. Get ready, because the worship we find here is far different 
than the worship that takes place in most churches and the worship that takes place with most of us when we 
are alone with God.  

The psalmist does us a favor. He shows us what worship ought to look like on the outside. What he says really 
should revolutionize the way we come into God’s presence at any time whether it is in church on Sunday or in 
our quiet time on Monday. He says real worship always involves shouting, serving and singing. 



The word for “noise” in verse 1 literally means, “a sound that splits the ear.” I don’t think the psalmist was 
saying we ought to come to church and scream, or yell or act like a nut.  

What the psalmist was talking about here was energy and enthusiasm and excitement. In the book of 
Revelation John saw worship going on in Heaven and it is some kind of worship! Without exception, it is 
exciting, expressive, emotional and enthusiastic.  

I don’t think our problem with worship either publically or privately is that we show too much emotion. I think 
we don’t show enough. No, we shouldn’t act like a bunch of fanatics, but I do agree it is a lot easier to cool 
down a fanatic than it is to heat up a corpse. When I go into a lot of churches it is not that the worship service 
has too much energy, but it has no energy. 

May I tell you why I believe that is? I think too often, particularly in our public worship, we walk in and we are 
real conscious of who is standing around us and in front of us and behind us. What I am saying is I think we 
ought to stop thinking less about what other people might think about us and more about what God thinks 
about us. It might change the way that we worship. When we come into the presence of God, He ought to 
know by the way we act and the way we look that we are glad to see Him.  

The second way that we get up close and personal with God is… 

II. Serving God Gladly   

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” (Psalm 100:2, ESV)  

I know some of you are sitting there saying, “Wait a minute. I thought we were talking about worship? Where 
does service come in?” The more up-close and personal you get with God, the more you want to serve God, 
the more you want God to use you, and the more you want God to be blessed by what you can offer Him. 
Service is a part of worship. One of the ways you worship God is by serving. 

All you wonderful volunteers in our church are a part of worship. All you wonderful volunteers in our church 
are a part of worship. Mary Beth has prepared these beautiful flowers. Gary and Kathy arrived early to prepare 
for the Worship Service. Jack has studied all week to present our Adult Bible Study lesson. Kathy runs the 
sound board and slides. Jerry has maintained our church property for several years. He and Gary make sure 
the weekly receipts are counted and deposited. 

You haven’t really worshipped God until you get involved in serving God. God is not interested in people just 
doing a job. He wants you to serve Him “with gladness.” You know one of the ways you can tell how close you 
are to God? The closer you get to God, the more happy you are to serve and the more your service makes you 
happy. When you begin to see your service as an act of worship and when you begin to see what you do for 
God as an act of gratitude for what He has done for you, you will no longer see service as a duty, but it will be 
a delight. It won’t be a job; it will be a ministry. 

Serving God is completely and totally different from serving anyone else? Why do you think the Lord tells us to 
serve Him with gladness? There is a reason for this. Acts 17:25 says, “Nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” (Acts 
17:25, ESV) 

We are to serve God with gladness, because when we serve Him we are not bearing the burden of meeting His 
needs; we are rejoicing in a service where He meets our needs. God doesn’t need us serving Him to make Him 
happy. We need to serve God to make us happy. That is another key that opens the door.  



A third way we open the door is… 

III. Knowing God Personally   

“Know that the Lord, he is God!” (Psalm 100:3, ESV)  

In order to worship God correctly, you’ve got to worship the right God. You are far better off worshipping the 
right God even if you do it poorly than you are to worship the wrong god even if you do it magnificently.  

The Hebrew word for “know” does not mean to know intellectually. It means to know by experience. The 
psalmist here is not talking about a head-knowledge, but he is talking about a heart-knowledge. You cannot 
worship God correctly until you know God personally and the psalmist tells us who this God is.  

Listen to it again, “Know that the Lord, He is God.” (Psalm 100:3, ESV)  

You’ve got to know there is only one God and that God is the Lord. 

That may sound simple. It may even sound trite, but believe it or not, that one sentence summarizes what the 
entire Bible is all about. Do you want to know why the Bible was written? I can tell you in one sentence - so 
that you and I might know that the Lord Himself is God and that God Himself is the Lord. 

That is how the Old Testament and the New Testament come together. Let me explain.  

The foundational truth of the Old Testament is that the Lord is God. The foundational truth of the New 
Testament is that Jesus Christ is Lord. The foundational truth of the Bible is that Jesus Christ is God. You 
cannot worship God until you know and understand this – there is only one God and one Lord and His name is 
Jesus.  

The fourth key to opening the doors and getting up close and personal with God is… 

IV. Thanking God Humbly   

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving.” (Psalm 100:4, ESV) 

All I have talked about so far has gotten us to the entrance, but before you can get to the King, you’ve got to 
go through the gate and then you’ve got to get into the court. The key to the gate is gratitude.  

We are told to just come on in and enter his gates with no ticket, no clearance, no credentials, but also no 
griping, no whining and no complaining. Enter His gates with thanksgiving. There are two keys that will always 
open the door into God’s presence.  

The first key is Thanksgiving. 

If there are any people on this planet that ought to be thankful it ought to be the people sitting in this room 
right now. We will eat more food in a day than most of the world will eat in a month. We will drive air-
conditioned automobiles forgetting that billions of people never even own a car. We’ve got more clothes 
hanging in our closets than the average person in the world will ever see in their lifetime. We will sleep in a 
bed when much of the world will sleep on dirt floors. 



Always enter into His presence with thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is the music that brightens the face of God. It is 
the spark that warms the heart of God. It is the love that kisses the hand of God. I don’t care how bad off your 
situation is everyone has something they can always be thankful for. 

I heard one time about a pastor who had been facing repeated attacks from this negative, very critical woman 
in his church. Every week he would get at least one ugly letter from her. At every service she would come up 
to him afterwards and have something negative to say – his sermon was too long, his dress was too casual, he 
talked too fast, always something negative.  

It began to wear on this young man so he called his dad to see if he could help him with the problem and his 
dad said, “I have a simple solution. The next time she comes up to you and begins to gripe and complain and 
criticize when she finishes, take her by the hand and say, ‘Mrs. Smith, may I just pray with you?’ Then get 
down on your knees with her and simply say this prayer, ‘Dear God, I want to thank you that this lady is not 
my wife.’” Enter into His gates with thanksgiving.  

Then there is one other key and you are guaranteed to be in His presence. 

V. Praising God Constantly   

“Give thanks to him; bless his name!” (Psalm 100:4, ESV) 

With thanksgiving you get into the gate, but with praise you get into the court. God wants you to come into 
His presence and when you do, before you ask Him for anything thank Him for what He has done and praise 
Him for who He is. You may know that the Hebrew word for “praise” is the word “halal.” It literally means, “to 
be excited with great joy.”  

The second half of this verse totally changed my view even about music. I know there are some people who 
criticize praise choruses and kind of talk down about praise choruses, but I believe our entire life ought to be a 
praise chorus. When you think about a God who created you when He didn’t have to, who loves you even 
though you don’t deserve it, who sent His son to die for your sins and who even now is creating an eternal 
home in heaven for those who want to go there, how can you not be filled with praise every time you come 
into His presence? That is why the last part of this verse says, “Give thanks to him; bless his name!” (Psalm 
100:4, ESV). 

Now there is a revolutionary thought. Are you ready for this? When we get up close and personal with God 
and we worship God it is not just so He will bless us, but it is so that we can bless Him. Why are we to praise 
Him? Why are we to thank Him? Why are we to be shouting and serving and singing? Why should we be so 
enthusiastic in our worship? Why should we make it a point in our life to carry God with us everywhere we go 
and to always live in His presence? The answer is in verse 5. 

“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 
100:5, ESV) 

God is good all the time and all the time God is good. He loves us with an everlasting love that will never quit. 
He is faithful to us at all times and all places and never fails to keep His promises. No wonder we ought to 
want to be up close and personal with this unbelievable, magnificent God.  

We connect when we respect. Any time we want to we can not only enter into God’s presence, but we can 
stay there. We can live there. We can take him with us everywhere we go as long as we go with Him 
everywhere He wants to take us.  



I read a story one time about a young navy officer who had made his first trip on a destroyer across the ocean. 
He had impeccable training, so he was given the assignment to take the destroyer out of the harbor and bring 
it back to the United States. Since it was his first major assignment he wanted to do it just right. 

He was a very bright young officer and in a moment the deck was buzzing with action. He was barking 
commands here and there. Everything was moving like a Swiss clock. The destroyer made its way out of the 
harbor without one flaw – a very difficult maneuver. 

They were on their way in record time when someone came to the young commander and said, “You have a 
message from the captain.” He thought it was strange, because it was a radio message, but he read it and this 
is what the captain said, “Commander, you have done an excellent job. You have done it with great speed and 
with dispatch. You have dotted your “i’s” and crossed your “t’s”. You have gone by the book, but there is an 
unwritten rule that you have overlooked, I must call to your attention. The next time you leave the harbor, 
make certain the captain is on board.”  

That officer in his haste had left that harbor with the most important person of all missing – the captain of the 
ship! I don’t care how wise you think you are. I don’t care how great you think your plans are for your life. I 
don’t care how much you think you are capable of handling everything going on around you. You had better 
make sure the captain is on board. God who not only made you, but wants to connect with you and keep you 
in His presence. 

Main Point: With God We Connect When We Respect. 


