
Out With the Old - In With the New  
Philippians 3:12-15    

I was interested to learn that the month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who was a god that 
had two faces. One face looked back to the old year; the other face looked forward to the New Year. On the 
last day of any year, I think we all have two faces. One face looks backward to a year just finished; one face 
looks forward to a year just beginning.  

It seems more and more as if the old leaves in a flash, and the new arrives in a blur. But between the 
evaluation of the old, and the anticipation of the new, lies the appropriation of the present. 

There are a lot of people who come to this time of year and make, what is called, New Year's resolutions. 
Someone has defined a New Year’s resolution as something that goes in one year and out the other. 

Well, I want to submit to you that what we need is not a New Year’s resolution, but a New Year’s revolution.  

Which of these two words would you use to describe your 2020 survive or thrive? Regard-less of which word 
you use, '2020' is gone. I'm going to share with you a recipe for a revolution. I want to share with you, from 
the Word of God, how you can make 2021 better. In fact, this recipe will not only help you face every New 
Year, it will help you face every new day. 

I. Be Dissatisfied With Your Position 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (v.12 NIV)  

Now Paul was saved and Paul was sanctified, but Paul was not satisfied. Even though this man walked with 
God, had a dynamic prayer life, was winning people to Jesus right and left, and even writing inspired Scripture; 
he still said, "I have not arrived yet." He says in v.12, "I have not already obtained all of this."  

What Paul was saying was, there was still plenty of room for improvement in his Christian life. He still had a lot 
of growing in the Lord to do. I find it amazing that perhaps the greatest man of God in all of the New 
Testament said on one occasion, "I am the least of all the apostles, and the chief of all sinners."  

You think about it. If anyone could have rested on his laurels, Paul could have. He had seen the risen Lord, he 
was the world's greatest preacher, he was the world's greatest missionary, he was the world's greatest church 
planter, he had a tremendous prayer life, he was a master soul-winner; yet, Paul said, "I am still not what I 
ought to be."  

Now the word “perfect” in v.12, and the word “mature” in v.15, is the same Greek word. The two verses 
almost sound contradictory. For in v.12 Paul says, "I am not yet mature." Then in v.15 he says, “All of us, 
then, who are mature should take such a view of things.”   

Now what Paul was saying was this: He has not yet arrived at perfection, yet he is perfect enough to know that 
he is not perfect. In other words, Paul was mature enough to realize he was not mature enough. Did you know 
that one of the marks of maturity is to continuously realize just how immature you are?  

One of the things that made Paul so great was that he was more concerned about his character than he was 
his reputation. You see, reputation is what others think you are; character is what God knows that you are. 



The reason why Paul was so successful is because he never thought of himself as being successful. Paul was so 
full of God because he was so empty of self. Someone has well said, "God sends no one away empty except 
those who are full of themselves."  

The truly successful person realizes that success is not a destination, it is a never ending process. The best 
definition of success I've ever heard is one given by Bill Gothard: "Success is not determined by what we are, 
but rather by what we are compared to what we could be. It is not measured by what we have done, but 
rather by what we have done compared to what we could have done." 

If you want to make the rest of your life the best of your life, never be satisfied with where you are. Always 
realize you can do more and be more for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. Be Delivered From Your Past 

Paul not only had to conquer his pride, he also had to conquer his past. "Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead," (v.13 NIV) Paul had learned a great lesson. You can't focus on where you're going 
until you forget where you have been. 

You may not have noticed it, but Paul is using athletic language in all of this passage. The words "press on", 
"reaching forward", "goal", "prize". These are racing terms. The Christian life is a race, and in a race there is 
one thing that is unimportant and two things that are all important. Where you have been is not important, 
but where you are and where you are headed is important. No runner ever wins a race by constantly looking 
over his shoulder. Friend, you will never sail the ship of your life into the seas of the present with gusto and joy 
if your anchor is stuck in the mud of the past. You cannot run forward if you are always looking backward. 

I heard about a little boy who was listening to his Sunday School teacher tell about Lot's wife and how she 
looked back and turned into a pillar of salt. He said, "Why that's nothing. My mother was driving a car to 
the grocery store yesterday, and she looked back and turned into a telephone pole."  

Winston Churchill once made this statement: "If the present quarrels with the past there can be no future."  

Well, Paul was determined not to let his past hinder his present or hurt his future. You see, there were several 
things that Paul had to forget. 

He had to forget past guilt. Paul was a murderer, a blasphemer, a persecutor of the church; the deep scar of 
sin was imbedded into his heart.  

He had to forget past grief. Paul had suffered terribly. He had been beaten, shipwrecked, scorned, left for 
dead, alienated, ostracized by his family.  

He had to forget past glory. As far as the church was concerned Paul was "the toast of the town." He was a 
spiritual superstar. He had long passed Peter and John as the leader of all the apostles. 

He had to forget past grudges. Paul had been mistreated, betrayed, lied to, and lied about, sold out by family 
and friends. Well, he had to forget all of those things if he was going to serve God and move forward. There 
are some you here who are going to have to clean out the skeletons in your closet and forget your past 
failures if you're going to move on with God. 



Understand that the word "forget" does not mean "to fail to remember." There is no way you can ever erase 
the past totally from your memory. "To forget" in the Bible means "no longer to be influenced by or affected 
by."  

For example: God says in Heb. 10:17, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." That 
doesn't mean that God has a bad memory. What that means is God will no longer allow our sins to affect our 
relationship to Him. 

It's kind of like a fellow I heard about who went to see his doctor and said, "Doc, you've got to help me." He 
said, "I'm suffering from amnesia. What should I do about it?" The doctor said, "Just go home and forget 
about it."  

Before you can be all that you need to be for God today and tomorrow, you've got to go forward and forget 
about what has happened in the past. You see, our problem is we remember what God forgets; and then we 
forget what God wants us to remember.  

I read a story years ago about General Robert E. Lee, who visited a lady in Virginia after the Civil War. She 
was extremely bitter toward the North and she took him out to her front yard and showed him the scarred 
remains of one of her prized trees; a tree that evidently had gone back all the way to the Revolutionary 
War.  

During a raid all of the limbs had been shot off by the Union Army. They had carved their initials on it. They 
had totally defaced the beauty of that tree. She said, "General Lee, what do you think I ought to do about 
that?" He said, "My dear madam, I think you ought to cut it down and forget it."  

If you're going to be all that God wants you to be today and tomorrow, you need to cut down some trees in 
your past and forget them. 

III. Be Devoted To a Purpose 

The secret, I believe, of Paul's great life was he understood the power of concentration. He says in v.13, 
"Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:"  

Paul said I'm going to give my life to one thing. Those two words "one thing" are very important in the Bible. 
When the rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked how to be saved, Jesus said, "One thing you lack." When 
Martha was arguing with Mary over what was really important in life, Jesus said to Martha, "One thing is 
needed." David said in Psalm 27:4, "One thing I have desired of the Lord, that I will seek."  

What was the one thing Paul was seeking? "I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (v.14) The word for "goal" is skopos, which means "to look at." (We 
get our word telescope from that) It means a mark on which the eye is fixed. The word "prize" is a word that 
means a reward for finishing a race. It is closely related to the word umpire, or the one who judges the race 
and awards the prize.  

Now the point is this: Paul had one goal, and he fixed his focus on that one goal. He built his life around 
reaching that goal. You say Paul had a one-track mind. That's okay if your mind is on the right track, and his 
was. 



Do you know what is wrong with the average Christian? The average Christian is involved in "many things" and 
they fail to concentrate on "one thing."  

Dwight L. Moody said, "I would rather say this one thing I do than these forty things I dabble with."  

Paul's life was like a rifle shooting a bullet toward one target. But too many of us have lives like shotguns, 
spreading buckshot all over the place. 

Concentration is the secret of power. A river that flows between two banks heading in one direction, can 
become a tremendous source of electric energy. But if it overflows those banks and flows every which way, it 
will become a stagnant swamp.  

So Paul had a simple recipe for a revolution, and here it is: Set the right goals in life, and then build your life 
around reaching those goals. Now make sure, first of all, you've set the right goal.  

I heard about a football coach who devoted part of his off season trying to teach his six-year-old son the 
fine art of place kicking. So the first day he got down on his knees, put the ball down meticulously, looked at 
his son and said, "Now when I nod my head, KICK IT!" That's how the coach lost his two front teeth.  

You must have the right goal in mind. 

Now I believe that the greatest goal you can ever have is to find and do the will of God for your life. So with 
that in mind let me give you four questions to ask as you set goals that will help you to determine if they are 
truly God-given goals:  

Will it get me to where I need to go, which is to a deeper and more intimate relationship with God? 

Will it help make somebody else successful? 

Do I have to violate a spiritual principle to get there? 

Will it fulfill God's purpose for my life, or help me accomplish something God has told me to do? 

IV. Be Determined In Your Process 

Twice in verses 12 and 14, Paul says, "I press on." You can forget your past, you can focus on your future, you 
can set goals for the present; but it will be more than just inspiration, aspiration, and perspiration that will get 
you to where you need to go; it will take determination. You must keep pressing on. 

Well, the old adage is true, "Quitters never win, and winners never quit."  

God is not finished with you until you draw your last breath. Don't you ever finish for God until you draw your 
last breath.  

I heard about an old lady who was very nervous driving in traffic. She was waiting for a traffic jam to clear 
and she came to a stop on an expressway ramp. The traffic thinned out, but the lady was still too afraid to 
move. Finally, the man behind her yelled, "Lady, the sign says yield, not give up."  



Dear friend, you yield your life to Jesus Christ, but don't you ever give up your pursuit of doing all you can do, 
and being all you can be for the glory of God. 

The Apostle Paul had to overcome unbelievable obstacles as he climbed the mountains of life. He had to 
overcome stonings, shipwrecks, prisons, snake bites, robberies, beatings, famine, torture, and persecution. 
What did his faithfulness get him? A free trip to the chopping block.  

When they laid his head on that chopping block, and the ax fell, I'm sure there were some Roman soldiers that 
looked at Paul and said, "Another Christian bites the dust." But I want to tell you, Paul didn't bite the dust, 
Paul hit the tape; he made it to the finish line, and so can you. Just remember it doesn't matter where you've 
been. What matters is where you are, where you're headed, and your determination to get there. 


