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From the Pastor’s Desk

Grace Notes

February is the month that we celebrate love.
As Christians, we should be at the forefront in
the celebration of love — love of God, love of
church, love of family and friends. In Pau'’s first
letter to the church at Corinth, he devotes an
entire chapter to love and a discussion of the
attributes of love. Love is not prideful or boastful,
seeks only the best for others. Jesus said that
love is measured by the ability for the individual
to lay down his life for his friends.

In short, to love is to live according to God’s
way.

If that is not your pattern, then February is the
month to begin!

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 18.
Our Ash Wednesday service begins at 6:30pm
and will include the traditional imposition of ash-
es accompanied by hymns, scripture and prayer,
along with a brief homily. “Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”
(Isaiah 1: 18)

ASH WEDNESDAY

"Remember, you are dust,
and to dust you shall return'

Our Lenten Bible Study is The Return of the
Prodigal by Henri Nouwen. The study will begin
on February 25 from 5:45 — 6:30 pm.

Henri Nouwen was a Dutch-born Catholic priest,
professor, psychologist and prolific writer. He
taught psychology at the University of Notre
Dame and pastoral theology at the Divinity
Schools of Yale and Harvard before leaving
academia to become the pastor at L’Arche
Daybreak, a community for people with
intellectual disabilities. A master communicator,
Nouwen wrote and spoke with great openness
and vulnerability about faith, spiritual formation,
prayer, social justice, and other themes related
to the spiritual life. He wrote thirty-nine books
that sold over one million copies in his lifetime
and were translated into more than thirty-five
languages. Today, book sales have surpassed
8.5 million copies. Books drawn from Nouwen’s
archives continue to be published. Nouwen died
unexpectedly of a heart attack in 1996. He was
64 years old.

Henri Nouwen’s large literary collection was
generally written and published between

1969 and 1996, the year of his death. Works
published since then include those written or
edited by other authors, or reprints and revisions
of original works. Over the last few decades,
various expressions and ideas have evolved in
the areas of human development, psychology,
spirituality and pastoral care. If Henri were alive
today, he would no doubt be sensitive to using
more inclusive language when it comes to many
areas, including but not limited to gender,
images of God, and addressing persons with
disabilities. 1t is the wish of the Henri Nouwen
Legacy Trust, not to modify Henri’'s work, but

to continue to print any original publications

with the original text he used. Henri’'s wisdom
continues to be timeless and profound, and as
his works are read in the context of the times
they were written, the reader is free to adapt
their own understanding, considering language
which is current and comfortable for them.

It is my privilege to serve God by loving and
serving the members of Boykins Baptist. | still
believe that the best is yet to come!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Steve
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Important Notes

There will be a Deacon’s Meeting
on Sunday, February 15 immediately
following worship service.

K KKK K K KK ok K 3k K 3k ok 3k ok 3K ok Kok K ok Kok K 5k
Help Wanted!

Choir Director/Pianist for BBC
Please contact Sara Crowder,
757-647-8337

Counting Team for February:
Cynthia Turner (chair), Drew Edwards,
Rick Francis, Nancy Partridge

How to Reach Us at BBC:
www.boykinsbaptistchurch.org

Church office: 757-654-6231
Email: boykinsbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Pastor .......ccoveviiiinn... Rev. Steve Gibson
757-298-0398  s.r.gibson1880@gmail.com

Deacon Chair..................... Laura Baldwin
Finance Committee . .. ... .. Harrell Turner
Secretary/Treasurer........... Ashley Johnson
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